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Ossett Civic Trust took the
decision to celebrate
Heritage Open Days in the
town by getting Wakefield
Metropolitan District
Council (WMDC) to open
the doors of our wonderful
Town Hall. This was to
enable everyone to tour our
hall and to view the wonder-
ful craftsmanship that is
there in abundance. It was
especially fitting seeing as it
is our Town Hall’s 100th
birthday celebrations this
year.

I am delighted to be able
to say we had a great morn-
ing. Thanks to various mem-
bers of our group, Peter
Savage and Ruth Nettleton
being on hand to answer any
questions raised and a lot of
people had their eyes
opened. Not only is our
Town Hall very beautiful on
the outside but is also as
beautiful on the inside.

Also on hand was the
Northern Theatre Organ
Trust who take care of and
maintain our wonderful
Compton Organ. The organ
was not only on display but
was played throughout the
morning which showed off
one of the features our hall
is famous for, its acoustics.
It was a treat not to be
missed. Again members of
their trust were on hand to
explain the workings of this
wonderful organ and many
questions were answered.

In the dictionary
“Heritage” is described as
“anything that is or may be
inherited”, “inherited cir-
cumstances, benefits etc”,
“nation’s historic buildings,
monuments, countryside
etc”. I think you have to
agree that our town fathers

in the past have left us a
wonderful legacy which we
as the citizens of today must
treasure. Everyone who vis-
ited the Town  Hall certainly
saw this heritage at first
hand and I am sure went
away with a feeling of pride
that we have such a jewel in
our town centre well worth a
visit.

This is one of the roles
that Ossett Civic Trust seeks
to do but to do this well we
need help from yourself. Can
you give a couple of hours
once a month? (the last
Thursday in the month but
not August or December) to
come along to our meeting
at the Ossett Community
Centre. 

There you will receive a
very warm welcome and
your help to promote and
protect our local heritage in
any way we can will be very
much appreciated. If you
cannot attend regularly,
maybe you would consider
becoming a member and
attending as and when time
allows. You will be put on
our mailing list to receive
this newsletter that is sent
out four times a year.
Membership also entitles
you to discount on various
events and trips that the
Trust organises each year.
Then please visit our website
www.ossettcivictrust.co.uk
and help to make a differ-
ence in our town.

If you enjoy the facilities
we have in Ossett then what
legacy are you planning on
leaving to your town? We
look forward to seeing you
and sharing your thoughts
and ideas.

CELEBRATE: Historic building

WORLDWIDE
INTEREST IN
OSSETT COINS

Back in July, local histori-
an Stephen Wilson wrote a
fascinating article for the
Ossett Civic Trust website
regarding a trove of Roman
Coins found in Ossett. 

The article told the story of
10 year-old Andrew Lister
who moved with his family
to a new house in Deneside,
Ossett in 1963. During his
time at the new house
Andrew found two very old
bronze coins These coins
subsequently turned out to
be of Roman origin.    

Andrew had kept quiet
about his find until very
recently. Understandably, as

a ten year-old he was wor-
ried that his "treasure trove"
would be taken away from
him. Some 45 years later
Andrew broke his silence
and shared his story with
Stephen Wilson and Ossett
Civic Trust. 

The story was soon picked
up by the local media and
has since attracted hundreds
of website hits from across
the world.
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HERIT AGE
OPEN DAY
SUCCESS

LEST WE FORGET: Time to remember our war dead

REMEMBRANCE: This year it will be 90 years since the end of World War One.
The Great War came to an end on November 11th 1918 with the Armistice being
signed at 6am and coming into force five hours later. See overleaf to read the
story of Sapper Joshua Mitchell, the first Ossett solider to be killed during World
War One.                                                    Picture shows Ossett Cenotaph. 

l NEW PRESIDENT
The Civic Trust
announced that writer,
broadcaster and come-
dian Griff Rhys Jones
has agreed to become
their new President.
Griff Rhys Jones said:
“All over Britain people
who love and care
about their towns and
cities work to take
responsibility for some-
thing that affects us all -
our urban landscape. I
salute them, respect
them and am delighted
to be made their
President and to support
the work of the Civic
Trust.” 

l GALA WINNERS
Congratulations to Mrs
B Sugden who guessed
the correct weight of
the wonderful cake
donated by Cakes and
Favoursin Ossett while
Amy McGee won the
jar of sweets after
guessing just 16 sweets
short of the 350 total
during our Ossett Gala
competition.

IN BRIEF

One hundred years since the opening of the Town Hall,
Ossett Civic Trust has taken the next big step in helping to
promote the town. 

You can now catch up with all the news, views, history and
much more on Ossett Civic Trust’s brand new website. Since
the launch at the end of May this year, the website has attract-
ed over 5,000 hits from all over the world.

If you’re interested in Ossett and the work of Ossett Civic
Trust then visit www.ossettcivictrust.co.uk

TRUST GOESONLINE

l See overleaf
for the full
story of the
Ossett coins .



WELL-KNOWN OSSETT
SOLDIER'S DEATH IN

HOSPITAL.

MILIT ARY FUNERAL
YESTERDAY

Sapper Joshua Mitchell, of the Royal Engineers,
youngest son of Mr. Arthur Mitchell of Church
Street, Ossett, on Monday evening died at a mili-
tary hospital in Halifax, from wounds received on
the battlefield on November 4th. 

The deceased, who was nearing his twenty-first
birthday, enlisted at the beginning of the year. He
was formerly employed by his brother as a
plumber. He was a regular attender at Holy Trinity
Parish Church. It was about five months since he
went out to the front.

Following an engagement on the date stated,
Sapper Mitchell was admitted to hospital with a
severe wound in the side of the head, his skull
being fractured. 

Today fortnight he was
brought to St. Luke's
Hospital in Halifax,
where his relatives have
visited him.Though his
condition has been criti-
cal from the first, he has
at times been able
to converse with his visi-
tors.

On Saturday his par-
ents received a telegram,
stating the young sol-
dier's condition was
worse. His strength gradually failed and he died on
Monday evening.

The funeral took place yesterday (Friday) after-
noon, with full military honours, at the Wesleyan
burial ground, South Ossett. It was preceded by
service at Holy Trinity Parish Church, the Revs.
R.E. Burlingham, vicar and C.E. Salisbury, curate,
officiating. 

A large number of persons witnessed the funeral.
The funeral cortege comprised, besides relatives,
about sixty soldiers from the military depot at
Pontefract, including a firing party and a brass and

reed band. 
On the way

from the
deceased's
home to
church, the
band played
appropriate
music. At the conclu-
sion of the burial service at the grave-
side the soldiers fired three volleys over the grave,
and a bugler sounded the "Last Post" - the highest
tribute to a departed soldier. 

DISCLAIMER: The views
expressed in the articles of this
newsletter are the views of the
authors of the articles and not
necessarily the views of Ossett
Civic Trust. 

TOWNtales
SapperJoshua Mitchell died on 27th November
1916, he was the first Ossett soldierfr om World War
One to be buried with full militar y honours. Relative
David Mitchell found this original r eport of Joshua’s
death from an old edition of The Ossett Observer....
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CHRISTMAS
CRACKER
Following the very
successful trip to

Whitby, Ossett Civic
Trust have organised
a fantastic day trip to

Lincoln
Christmas

Market
on Saturday

December 6th. Tickets
are only £15 Adults /
£8 accompanied chil-

dren under 14. (£1
reduction for members

of the Ossett Civic
Trust). Departs

8.30am from Ossett
Community Centre. 
Ticket s available
from the Ossett
Review Office

01924 260218 or
276033

TRIBUTE: Sapper Joshua Mitchell ( right ); 
his final resting place in Ossett ( above ). 

DID THE ROMANS COLONISE OSSETT?

In 1963, 10 year-old Andrew Lister
moved with his family to a new house
in Deneside, off Kingsway in Ossett.
Some readers will remember Andrew's
father, Ken Lister who ran a popular
gentleman's barber shop on Bank Street
in Ossett. The gardens at the Listers'
modern new home were littered with
builders' debris and the previously
untouched farmland had been turned
upside down by diggers when the house
footings were constructed. Andrew and
his father Ken made a start on laying
out the gardens and young Andrew was
given the job of digging out the bricks,
stones and rubbish left by the builders.
One day, among the stones and soil,
Andrew found two very old bronze
coins or folles, which subsequently
turned out to be of Roman origin.

Andrew has kept quiet about his find
until very recently. Understandably, as a
ten year-old he was worried that his
"treasure trove" would be taken away
from him. I'm grateful to him for shar-
ing details of his discovery all of 45
years later!

Constantine the Great was proclaimed
emperor in York in 306 A.D. Later on,
he became the first Christian Roman
emperor, but by then he was well into
his forties. His sons also all followed
the Christian faith. However, in early
326 A.D. Constantine had his eldest son
Crispus seized and poisoned to death at
Pula in Croatia for treason. In July 326,
Constantine then had his wife, the
Empress Fausta, killed at the behest of
his mother, Helena, reputedly for being
unfaithful. Poor Fausta was left to die
in an over-heated bath.

Both the Ossett coins were minted at
the Treveri mint at Trier in Germany. In
the early 320s A.D, with the provinces
of Britain now secure for the time
being, much of the Roman garrison was
withdrawn to reinforce the Rhinelands.
Consequently, the London mint was
closed in 325 A.D, just before these
coins were produced. Sadly, the coins
have no great value and similar speci-
mens can be bought cheaply on Ebay or
at coin fairs around the country. Had
the coins been minted from gold, as
some Roman coins were, they would

have been worth several thousand
pounds each. However, in one sense
they are priceless because they prove
the existence of the Romans in Ossett.

Roman coins were reputed to have
been found at Streetside and the
Roundwood areas of Ossett and of
course, Deneside is not far from
Streetside. One theory is that Love
Lane, which joins the Ossett -
Dewsbury road at Pildacre, was a cart-
ing track in Roman times, passing the
area where Deneside was eventually
built and then onwards to Streetside. If
that was the case, there may have been
a few settlements along Love Lane or
perhaps the coins were simply lost from
a tired traveller's purse? In the event,
they lay in the Ossett soil for 1700
years until Andrew Lister dug them up
in 1963.

It is thought that Streetside was a
small hamlet alongside Via Vicinalis,
the Roman road from Dewsbury west-
wards towards Wakefield, and provided
amenities required by travellers.
However, it is unlikely that there was
any large scale Roman settlement at
Ossett.

‘They are priceless
because they prove
the existence of the
Romans in Ossett’

Anyone wishing to cont act
Stephen W ilson regarding Ossett
history , please send an email to 
swilson@theiet.org or visit his
website www.larkshill.org.uk

Historian Stephen Wilson
has kindly written this fas-
cinating article regarding
Roman Coins found in
Ossett. 


