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CENTENARY: Time to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Ossett Town Hall

Wwww ossettcivictrust.co.uk

OSSET Ttimes

Spring/Summer 2008

Historic Town Hall
100Years Not Out

IAN DAY/PETER SAVAGE  OssetfTown Hall will be the
Ossett Ci vic Trust focal point of celebrations

ON a summers day in June again this summer when the
1908, Ossett withessed an  centrepiece of the town
estimated twelve thousand reaches the centenary mile
people descend on Market  stone.

Place for the grand opening ‘An estimated
of theTown Hall.

Following the Borough 12,000 people
Charter being granted in came to watch the
grand opening’

fun of the fair and one of the
major events taking place in
the afternoon will be a
wrestling tournament in the
main hall promoted byhe
Squared Circl&Vrestling
Store of Bank 8eet, Ossett.
These celebrations have
been oganised by Ossett
Civic Trust, OssetTown
Centre Partnership, Ossett
Town Hall User Group,
Ossett and Horbury
Neighbourhood Network
under the guidance &fOX.

1890 it was noted that the
council had nar'own Hall to
hold meetings, therefore a
site for a newfown Hall was
purchased in Banktet.
But sadly no funds were
released to build the hall
after the land failed to meet
government approval.
Some fifteen years after
the Charter was granted the
site of the old Grammar
School in Market Place was
purchased and.W
Hanstock & Sons of Batley
won the contract to design
and build theTown Hall as
we know it today The cost
of building and furnishing
this magnificent hall was
£22,000 and Mayor of
Ossett, Councillor Johh
Marsden opened thEown
Hall on June 2nd, 1908.

100 NOTOUT will be
the major event to celebrate
the centenary of Ossé&iown
Hall. The celebration is
being oganised by the peo
ple of Ossett for the people
of the town and provide a
golden opportunity
to join in these cele  gerrToV
brations and show
appreciation for one
of the most beautiful
pieces of architecture
in theWest Riding dis
trict.

| To celebrate the centenary

of theTown Hall, a new

book has been published
chronicling it's his

tory.

Ossett dwn Hall
1908 - 2009pic-
tured left) has
been written by
Ruth Nettleton of
Ossett Historical
Society and is

Inside theTown Hall on sale from
courthouse there will be selected shops in Ossett
a display of photographs and costing only £8The book
memorabilia chronicling the features many interesting
one hundred year history stories and photographs from
Outdoors there will be all the the past one hundred years.
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: Ossett T own Hall dominates the skyline.

A VERY WARM WELCOME

WELCOME to this
Spring/Summer edition of
the Ossett Tmes the
newsletter of the Ossett
Civic Trust.

Our quarterly newsletter
will contain news, views,
features and also an Ossett
events listing in each and
every issue.

Our aim is to spread the
news across the town to
help promote and encourage
the development of Ossett.

The Ossett Cividrust is
proud to play a vital role in
the town and th©ssett
Timeswill keep you updat
ed date with all the news.

RUTH AMOS
Ossett Ci vic Trust

WHO are Ossett Civic
Trust | hear you saying?
We are a non-political, non-
religious group of people
who meet on the last attending and liaising at
Thursday of every month at  external meetings such as
Ossett Community Centre at WMDC meetings and
7.30pm. police meetings to ensure

Our aims are simple, 0 Ossett stays the lovely
represent Ossett in all

aspects of civic and com is.
munity matters, caring and
raising awareness for the
town and its buildings
including planning matters.
We speak out on behalf of
the town to ensure Ossett
receives its rightful share of
any funds.

TheTrust does this by
liaising with our local and
WMDC councillors.We try

by promoting the town in

PAST, PRESENT & THE FUTURE
One hundred years since the opening of the Town
Hall, Ossett Civic Trust are taking the next big step
in helping to promote the town. You can now catch
up with all the news, views, history and much more
on Ossett Civic Trust's brand new website.

by omanising excursions
and arranging events with

For more information log on to :
www .ossettci  victr ust.co .uk the Town Hall centenary

celebrations which will

Do you have a business in Ossett? W ould you like to advertise here? Cont

to raise the profile of Ossett

different ways for example,

exciting market town that it
At the same time we try

to do this in enjoyable ways

guest speakers. Our project
for this year is to showcase

Your town need¥ OU!

kickstart events to help raise
funds so that the interior is
brought to a standard that
will serve Ossett for the
next 100 years and enable
many more groups to use
the hall.

HELP NEEDED:
Can you help the
Ossett Civic Trust?

If so, then why not visit
one of our next
meetings.

Also look out for our
next edition of the

OSSETTtimes
which will bring you

more news and views
regarding YOUR town !

act info@ossettcivictrust.co.uk
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Rag & Mungo
manufacturing has
been pat of Ossett
life for many years.
David Clay a direct
family descendant
of Edward Clay
describes how his
family came to
Ossett

SOME time towards the
end of the 1700s a man
calledAbraham Clay moved
into the Dewsbury and
Ossett area from the region
around Sowerby Bridge near
Halifax. Abraham fathered a
number of children, one of
whom was called Isaac and
during the early part of the
19th century Isaac became
an established blacksmith
and Inn keeper in Ossett.The
direct descendants of
Abraham and Isaac Clay still
live and work in the town
today

Isaac's son Jacob followed
in his father's footsteps and
became a master blacksmith.
He married ManArcher
who's family owned the
Cock and Bottle Inn.

Together Jacob and Mary
Clay ran the Carpenter's
Arms and Jacob practiced as
a blacksmith on the premis
es.The Clays would doubt
less have done very well in
their establishments, but sig
nificantly by breaking the
family run of biblical names

they named their son Edward TRANSPORT:

and it was Edward, the son
of Jacob and Maryho
would take the family into a
new era of success and pros
perity. Edward Clay took
over from his parents at the
Carpenter'&rms but, like
many other entrepreneurial
minds at the time, decided to
go into the bugeoning tex
tile industry that was domi
nating the North of England.

In 1870 he founded his
own business, Edward Clays
in Ossett and later acquired
theWesley House estate on
Wesley $reet.The mill was
housed in the adjacent farm
buildings where it remains to
this day

By 1890 Edward Clay had
become one of Ossett's lead
ing figures and became the
first Mayor of the Borough.
Residing atVesley house, he

John Clay was a very good Ossett. Edward's father John

looking man who personified
the image of the Edwardian
gentleman with his smart
attire and flowing mous
tache. He married into the
artistic Wilson family who
were another established
local dynasty and had pro
duced Eli Marsdefvilson, a
famous commercial artist.
JohnArthur Clay and his
wife Annie Lois had one son
who was named after his
grandfather Edward.

Had Europe remained at
peace during the early 20th
century EdwardVilson jur
ior would have probably
taken over the business
seamlessly from his father
But in 1914 the country was
plunged into the FirstVorld
War and the fortunes of the
Clay family were about to

was a rotund figure and a big take a turn for the worst.

achiever He and his wife
Sophia Lockwood had sever
al children, many of whom
did not live into adulthood.
However his surviving son,
JohnArthur Clay succeeded
him as the proprietor of the
family business.

Young Edward, barely an
adult, was sent to thé&ar in
Palestine where he became
support ambulance driver
Private Clayattached to the
Australian Light Horse
Brigade. In 1918 bad news
arrived at the front from

John Clay pictured with the first mill lorry

had contracted the deadly
Spanish Influenza virus that
was sweeping Europe at the
time. Edward was sum
moned home from the/ar
but his father died at the age
of only 48.

Left with his aging grand
father to help him, Edward
took over the business.
Edward Clay senior died in
the 1920s and over the next
30 years EdwartlVilson ran
the mill before bringing his
own two sons, John and
Antony into the business in
the 1950s.

EdwardWilson Clay was a
humorous Ossett character
who was fond of card tricks
and collected beetles. He
was also a virtuoso pianist.
Continuing in the family tra
dition, John and\ntony
were succeeded after their
deaths by their respective
sons who are called......you
guessed itEdward and
John

The business, Edward Cla
& Son is still successful and
is still located or'Wesley
Street. The family home,
Wesley House also still
belongs to the family
Edward Clay & Son manu
facture linings and filling for
the bedding industry and
also have a sideline in hang
ing basket linings. It is
linked closely to the modern
era of recycling and is in &’
138th yearA portrait of the
original founder Edward
Clay was painted by another
Ossett son, Mark Senior and
hangs in Osseffown Hall.

EVENTS IN BRIEF:

| The recent 100 Not Out historic
evening at thdown Hall sold out,
we have plans to stage another |
in the yearWatch for details.

| The trip to Harlow Carr and

efiear future. See the press for
details and ticket information.

| Ossett CivicTrust are planning a
Harrogate will be re-arranged in thetrip to Whitby and a possible visit
to Ossett BreweryDetails will be
supplied soon.

DIARY:

JUNE:

Saturday 7th : Ossett Town
Hall Centenary
Celebrations - All day in the
Town Hall and town centre
precinct.

Saturday 21st - Sunday
22nd: Horbury Street
Fayre.

Friday 20th - Saturday
21st: Talent of the Town
Celebration at Ossett Town
Hall.

Friday 27th : Blitz Ball at
Holiday Inn, Ossett.
Sunday 28th : Horbury
Show at Carr Lodge Park.

JULY:

Saturday 5th: 10am -
Noon Ossett Centre
Painting Group Exhibition
and sale of paintings at
King's Way Church.
Saturday 19th : Ossett
Gala - Ossett town centre
precinct.

Ossett Civic T rust t akes
no responsibility for the
accuracy of these det ails.

AL

vic

Ossett Ci

Trusty ear ly

subscription
rates ar e:

£5 Concession
£10 Sing le
£15 F amil y

£25 Cor por ate

DISCLAIMER: The views
expressed in the articles of
this newsletter are the views
of the authors of the articles
and not necessarily the
views of Ossett Civic Trust.

OBITUARY

Betty Dey

How would you describe
Betty? Life was never dull
when Betty was around,
especially at our Ossett
Civic Trust meetings.

Betty was one of our
long-standing members who
over the years gave valiant
service to Ossett. She was

never one for sitting back
when a job needed doing.
Each week she would ring
the local Council to get one
problem or another fixed and
thanks to Bettys tenacity
and willpower the problem
was fixed. Her neighbours
knew that if they asked
Betty then the job was in
safe hands. One of her last
campaigns was to get rail
ings replaced around her
flats and we are led to
believe that this is now
going ahead.

We think it is safe to say
that our local Councillors
came across Betty from time
to time and their phones are

get to the right person.

However there was anoth
er side to Bettyserving with

considerably quieter with her the LandArmy during the

passing. Local Councillors
and MPs all knew Betty
Her last letter to Ed Balls

war, bringing soldiers back
from France, then receiving
her LandArmy medal and

MP was to keep the statue in Service Medal for being in

the centre oWakefield
where it belongs. If she had
have been fit enough it was
a certainty she would have
written to the Queen! ltis
safe to say Betty would
leave no stone unturned to

the forces from Ed Balls MP
This was the British Legion
Veterans Medal.

Betty was also actively
trying to trace her family
history because she knew

that some of them worked gt

Windsor Castle.

We all owe Betty a lge
debt of gratitude for all her
hard work over the years.
Former Ossett Cividrust
Chairman Bryan Coe said
her “| would rather have twp
of Betty and know the job
will be done!”

Betty Dey passed away
April 26th, aged 85 years.

We would like to receive your comment

s, letters or questions : cont

act info@ossettcivictrust.co.uk




